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Newspaper Clips 
July 21, 2016 

IIT admissions: 92 seats vacant after round 6 
http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx 

MUMBAI: After the last round of admissions, 92 seats in IITs across the country still remain unclaimed. This is after 293 
seats were allotted in the sixth round of IIT admissions by the Joint Seat Allocation Authority (JoSAA) on July 19 and by 
July 20, the  last day for students to confirm their admissions with the respective  institutes. Only 201 had finished the 
process. 

At the end of five rounds of admissions at the Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT) and National Institutes of Technology 
(NIT), 427 students have withdrawn admissions. JoSAA officials revealed that even though all the seats were allotted once 
again by the sixth round of admissions, there was no clarity on how many students would finally accept the seats. JoSAA 
officials told HT that most of the NIT seats which had no takers were due to the location of the institutes. “There is very 
little demand for the institutes in the Northeast. Similarly, in the case of the two seats at IITRoorkee, both fall under a 
quota and no student has qualified for the seat,” said Dr K V Krishna, JoSAA chairperson. 

“All seats from which students withdrew were allotted to new students in every round and the number of withdrawals 
are still increasing. In the fifth round alone, 243 students withdrew their admissions,” said a JoSAA official. 

JoSAA decided to conduct six rounds of admissions this year in order to ensure that all seats at IITs, NITs, Indian Institutes 
of  Information Technology (IIITs) and other government funded technical  institutes could be filled. By the end of sixth 
round of admissions, over 180 seats in NITs have no takers while 4,000 seats were allocated in the last round. Wednesday 
was the last date for students to confirm their admissions to these institutes. 

“The final seat count will be released by the IITs over the next couple of weeks,” said a senior JEE official. 

CHURNING OUT ENTREPRENEURS 
http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx 
 

EVENT IIT Kharagpur’s annual global business model competition will identify, 
guide and fund viable startups 
EACH OF THE ENTRIES GETS EQUAL OPPORTUNITY TO WIN THE PRIZE AND INCUBATION MONEY TO THE TUNE 
OF RS 2.5 CR 
 

If you have a business plan that is bound to deliver, then head for IIT Kharagpur this season.  There is an attractive 
prize money for winners of IIT Kharagpur’s Empresario, a competition for startups. 

The institute is hosting Empresario, a competition, where the winners will not only bag Rs 25 lakh as startup fund but 
also get guidance to take it forward. This year, the entrepreneurship cell of IIT Kharagpur and IBM are presenting 
Empresario 2016 in association with the prestigious International Business Model Competition (IBMC), which is cohosted 
by Stanford, Harvard and Brigham Young universities. 

The best entries in all categories will get an opportunity to participate directly in the semifinal rounds of IBMC 2016, 
which will be conducted abroad. (Visit www. ecelliitkgp.org/empresario for more details). 

The shortlisted entries will be provided immense help in terms of mentorship and the winners also get a much sought 
after chance to pitch their ideas in front of some of India’s biggest venture capitalists and investors. 
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Empresario participants are mentored and supported by organisations like global entrepreneurship organization TiE and 
National Entrepreneurship Network (NEN), among others. Startup services like legal advice, taxation, financial and 
technical help, coworking space, HR needs as well as incubation opportunities are provided. 

“The entrepreneurship cell, IIT Kharagpur, is a student organisation established with the aim of fostering the spirit of 
entrepreneurship among college students in India. We are one of the most successful entrepreneurial organisations in 
the country with over 50 startups incubated within eight years of our inception. We are playing a vital role in developing 
the upcoming startups into successful companies by taking an initiative of conducting flagship competition namely 
Empresario, our annual and India’s only global business model competition,” said Shivam Kankani, associate member 
of the entrepreneurship cell of IIT KGP. 

“It has been observed that startups with static business plans fail miserably since reality does not conform to 
assumptions. Hence, there is a need for a more dynamic methodology while starting up and this is why the 
entrepreneurship cell, IIT Kharagpur, sought to undertake a business model competition, which was entitled 
‘Empresario’,” Kankani added. 

Empresario accepts business ideas in all fields, which include product and service, product design and social aspects. 
Each of the entries gets equal opportunity to win the prize and incubation money to the tune of Rs 2.5 crore. Previously, 
Empresario has been launched in association with TiE, Kolkata, Mahindra Spark the Rise and Dell Social Innovation 
Challenge. 

Empresario is about recognising that any new venture is just a guess at a problem or solution and the only way to test 
whether those guesses are correct is to “get outside the building” and validate the idea with customer feedback. A 
business model is designed to change rapidly to reflect what you find outside the building in talking to customers. It’s 
more visual, dynamic and reflects the reality that startups face. 

For the first round of Empresario, IIT will require participants to fill up a questionnaire asking in brief about their business 
idea. This questionnaire can be found on website www. ecelliitkgp. org/empresario. If participants register now, they 
can avail the early bird privileges, which include extended mentoring and offline mentoring session. 

One of the winners of Empresario’14, Betaglide also secured the largest funding among all startups present at the Rice 
Business Plan Competition. It was around $1 million. Some of the past student startups that were winners of Empresario 
were: BetaGlide, a startup by students of IIT Kharagpur, which is a mobile app testing platform, allows developers to 
gather information in real time about the system usage and the behavior of their app to improve stability and 
performance. It has recently won the tech transfer prize (Mercury Fund Prize) at the Rice Business Plan Competition 
and became popular internationally. Roof for Two, a startup by a team from Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
which is a unique concept that can help solve the age old problem of twowheeler riders who ride daily through rain, sun 
and the cold. Roof for Two eliminates travel irritation with an affordable and stylish riding canopy. COEO Labs, an IIT 
Kharagpurbased startup focused on developing innovative and low cost medical technology products. The device Saans 
catapulted this group to winning Empresario, with Social Track of IIM, Ahmedabad, and there was no stopping them 
following that. After winning the Tata Social Enterprise Challenge and Master Plan, Social Track also went on to the 
finals of the IBMC. 

“We conduct our flagship event Global Entrepreneurship Summit (GES), the largest collegiate entrepreneurial summit 
in India every year in January. The final rounds of Empresario 2017 will be held during GES’17,” Kankani said. 
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